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DENTAL CHECK-UP AT THE 6 VINH SON ORPHANAGES
Martha Phanh and John Ho collaborated on this article
Every year, on the occasion of summer vacation, FVSO always creates a favorable condition with funds
supply of the dental and oral care for the orphans. Especially this year because of the effect of Coronavirus
pandemic, so the schedule of dental check-up for the children is later. Because of limited time, it is
necessary to take advantage of 557 children from the 6 Vinh Son orphanages whose teeth were checked
and cured timely.
On 28 June 2020 at 7AM, the car was rolling to take the dental check team to the six VSO together with the
boxes of medicines and medical equipment. At first they came to Vinh Son 6. It was Sunday so all the
children stayed at home and it was good and convenient for the dentists and the dental medics to make
their dental check-ups well on the day-off.
This journey of dental check-ups, the dental check team was still familiar with their faces of Thach Sanh
Dental Clinic whom the children met every year so they didn't feel scared and worried. After the children's
teeth were checked well, each child was given a candy so they felt very happy and smiled brightly. There
were some children who showed to others their newly extracted teeth.
Learning from the previous check-ups, the tooth check this year was prepared and arranged better and
more accurate. Each child had a form of information to fill in so the dentists or the dental medics can see all
the details in their forms to decide what they need to do for the dental patients. In addition, thanks to the
help of the young girls in filling in the forms, all the information of the little children and their work of keeping
the children in order during the dental check time consequently everything went smoothly and quickly.
In the morning: The time of starting dental check-up from 8AM at
Vinh Son 6 and ending at 9AM. After that the dental worked at Vinh
Son 4 and then at Vinh Son 3.
In the afternoon: The dental check team started to check the children
at Vinh Son 5 at 2PM and ended at 3.30PM. After that, they came to
check the children of Vinh Son 1 and ended at 5PM. Finally, they
came to Vinh Son 2 and finished their dental check there at 6.30 PM.
It was a very busy day!
There were 557 children and adults from the 6 Vinh Son locations,
ranging in age from two years old to seventy years old whose teeth
were checked and cured well at each Vinh Son orphanage thanks to
the support of funds from FVSO.

Everyone received a check-up before seeing the Dentist

Continued….

So it was a nice and meaningful Sunday which passed with the dental check-ups done well with joy and
love in the spirit of serving the ethnic minority orphans from the orphanages in Kontum city.
The children have only 14 days off, so we were afraid that there were not enough time for dental checkups.
We had to prepare firstly for the children of the primary school and exactly they will have their 14 days off
from 10 July 2020 and during this time all the older children of junior and senior high schools had their 14
days off so we could arrange their dental check and treatment in time.
On 4 July, all the children of primary school went to see the dentists and the dental medics at Thach Sanh
Dental Clinic in Kontum city. There were some mature young girls of each Vinh Son orphanage who helped
the little children by translating from Vietnamese into Bahnar dialect with some necessary sentences such
as: open your mouth, close your mouth, try to chew etc...while the children were lying on the chairs at
the dental clinic so that their decayed teeth could be checked well.
At the dental clinic, most of the children were scraped off the dental tartars and some children whose
decayed teeth were filled and some had the rotten marrow in their teeth...and all the children whose
decayed teeth were cured well in the short time and in the long time later on and especially all the children
were applied anti-decay tooth cream on their teeth. The dentists have taught them how to use correctly their
toothbrushes. They also gave their advices to help the children to take care of their teeth and their mouths
everyday.
We hope that all the kids of VSO will become more aware of their dental care and the prevention of dental
diseases from now and in all their lives. We were very happy to see most of the children had their happy
smiles after the dental check-ups. There were many children who showed their white teeth while smiling as
their photos were taken.
Finally, representing all the Sisters and all the children of Vinh Son, we would like to thank all FVSO
member Board and all the donors who have contributed and donated funds to support the program of dental
check-ups and treatment for the poorest ethnic minority orphans in Kontum city. Your help has brought joy
and good health to all the orphans.

Showing off their beautiful smiles, thanks to your support

Other Developments at Vinh Son
Looks like they could swim at
Vinh Son 2

Flooding causes major damage

Hall at VS-5 Opens

Recently, a powerful storm caused flooding at Vinh Son 1 and Vinh Son
2. Pictured above, the retaining wall at VS-1 on the northwest side of the
orphanage was severely damaged and needs repair. The FVSO Board
has voted to grant $2,700 for this project. Over at VS-2, flood waters are
a common occurrence at the orphanage, according to the Nuns there.
With that in mind, $5,700 has been granted to find a permanent solution
to their flooding problem.

With a cost of $28,800usd, this
project is one of the most
ambitious efforts that FVSO has
ever undertaken. By the looks of
it, the Hall is beautiful and will
provide a great space for social
gatherings, as well as a variety
of musical performances.

You shop. Amazon gives.

We can help you enlist new
benefactors

Remembering the Kids
LTC Richard Nelson (RET) has shared a number of photos he
took in the Kontum area, circa 1967. He writes: “A couple are
orphanage pics and the rest are pictures of kids I took in
villages. Hopefully, some of your in-country folks will recognize
some of them.” The images have faded over time, but not the
memories. Richard is an FVSO supporter, and continues to help
the Montagnard kids at Vinh Son. “Keep up the good work.”

About 830 Montagnard children live
in 7 orphanage facilities in the
Kontum/Pleiku areas of Vietnam.
$12 per month provides each child
one nutritious meal every day.
Orphanages are run by the Sisters of
Miraculous Medal and St. Paul
Chartres.

Board Members are available to speak at
military reunions or to local civilian groups.

•

Distribute copies of the monthly FVSO
newsletter to your friends and interested
groups. Forward the on-line versions and
website information via e-mail.

•

A Power Point presentation, detailing the
FVSO story, is available for your use.

•

Tell your personal story. Why are you a
member of this team? What would you tell
a potential supporter about FVSO? Your
history might prompt others to reach out to
the children of FVSO.

Smiling Teeth = Smiling Faces

Legacy Fund
Update

 The SMILE of a child enlarges the
universe.

The goals are:

 Everyone SMILES in the same
language.

$1.0m by Dec 2020
$2.0m by Dec 2025

 Every time you SMILE at someone, it is
an action of love, a gift to that person,
a beautiful thing.

Total To Date

 SMILE – sunshine is good for your
teeth.

$729,867

Orphanage Facts

•

 Teeth aren’t pearly, until you SMILE.
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Donation Information
Checks should be payable to FVSO
or Friends of Vinh Son.
FVSO is a humanitarian, non-profit
organization approved by IRS code
501©(3). Donations are tax
deductible.
Donations are accepted year round
and are also available on-line.

